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ATTACHMENT

By Taoiseach Thomas 
Faulkenbury

Most of us think of Eastern religions, 
especially Buddhism, when we consider 
attachment and non-attachment.  We are 
fully aware that the Buddha taught 
attachment is the cause of suffering 
(�:�K�A�A�>�7).  But Christ also taught the 
avoidance of attachment.

In His temptation in the wilderness He 
rejected power, wealth, and fame 
(Matthew 4:1-11).  He instructed His 
followers not to worry about life and its 
trappings (Matthew 6:25).  Understand-
ing the impermanence of all but God, He 
even instructed us to let that which is 
dead to bury itself (Matthew 8:22).  In 
other words, “Let go of what is past.”

The book of Job is a Judeo-Christian 
treatise on non-attachment.  Job was 
stripped of his wealth, family, and health.  
Job’s suffering is directly related to 
selfishness (a reflection of attachment), 

self-righteousness, self-vindication, and 
self-wisdom which are as impermanent 
as wealth, family, health, power, and 
fame.

Attachment should not be confused with 
love.  St. Paul makes the clear dis-
tinction in his first epistle to the church 
at Corinth.  He separates love from the 
elements of attachment that are bondage:  
impermanence, self-seeking, pride, pos-
sessiveness (1st Corinthians 13:4-9).  
Attachment is enslavement to self.  Love 
is compassion without attachment.  Love 
is selflessness and freedom.

Greek philosopher Lucretius (1st Century 
B.C.) wrote, “You cannot put your hand 
into the same river twice.”  Lucretius 
was aware that just as a flowing river is 
constantly changing, the flow of life is 
one of perpetual transformation.  The 
only thing that’s constant is change.  To 
become attached to anything at any 
given moment is futile and will result in 
suffering for in the next moment it will 
change.

Non-attachment is the ability to love 
while maintaining a openness to change.



"You have to make friends with change 
in our lives because change is going to 
be fully in your future." ~ Ram Dass

JORDAN CAVE MAY BE 
OLDEST CHURCH

By Matt McGrath 
BBC science correspondent

(Copyright BBC)

Archaeologists in Rihab, Jordan, say 
they have discovered a cave that could 
be the world's oldest Christian church.   
Dating to the period AD33-70, the 
underground chapel would have served 
as both a place of worship and a home.  
It is claimed that it was originally used 

by a group of 70 persecuted Christians 
who fled from Jerusalem.

These early Christians lived and 
practised their faith in secrecy until the 
Romans embraced Christianity several 
hundred years later.

Rihab is in Northern Jordan. The cave is 
beneath the ancient church of St 
Georgeous, itself one of the oldest 
known places of worship in the world.

According to Dr Abdul Qader Al-
Hassan, the director of the Rihab Centre 
for Archaeological studies, the cave site 
shows clear evidence of early Christian 
rituals that predate the church. 

Dr Al-Hassan says that steps lead down 
into the chapel which is approximately 
12m long and seven metres wide. 

There is a circular area of worship with 
stone seats separated from living 
quarters. This circular element, called an 
apse, is important says Dr Al-Hassan 
because there is only one other example 
of a cave with a similar feature, which 
was also used for Christian worship.

Dr Al-Hassan said: "We found beautiful 
things. I found the cemetery of this 
church; we found pottery shards and 
lamps with the inscription 'Georgeous'".

In the cave there is also a tunnel that 
leads to a cistern which supplied water 
to the dwellers. An inscription in the 
floor of the church above refers to the 
"70 beloved by God and the divine" 
whom the archaeologist believes were 
refugees from religious persecution in 
Jerusalem. 



Dr Al-Hassan says that excavation of the 
tunnel and the cistern may yield yet 
more evidence about the lives of these 
early Christians. 

"From the tunnel to the cistern is very 
important. We want to clean it and make 
an excavation inside it. We found a very 
old inscription beside it and coins also, 
and crosses made from iron." 

Other experts say they are cautious about 
the claim. They want to examine the 
artifacts and see clear dating evidence. 
The earliest confirmed examples of 
churches date from the third century, 
they say.

Celtic Coracle Editor’s Note
The Romans sacked Jerusalem in 70 
A.D., driving Jews from the city, and 
converting the Jewish temple into a 
temple to Roman deities.  Many resistant 
Jews fled to Masada.  Perhaps some 
Christian Jews fled to Rihab.

POEMS
By

Tanaiste John Chiaromonte
I am a visual artist. Writing has always
come like pulling teeth and poetry well…
its poetry. Over the years I have written
poems but have never shared them with
anyone. This is the first time. The
influence is St. Francis, Celtic
spirituality and Zen. I am not to sure
about the third one “Changed into
claws” but I am including it.

Touch a Flower

I rejoice in the newness
God has made in me

I touch a flower
And

It sings praises

I hear a bird chanting
Glories

To the most high

I listen to the silence of meditation
To the spirit of the law

New life
Brings a keenness

To spiritual
Sense

That rejoices in the creation

Of
The Holy One

Life in the Light

Being transparent
In

The light

The revealer of the hidden things
Unknown

And
Known

Being laid open
Revealing the hurt

And
The healed areas

For
Unless we as the redeemed
Reveal ourselves to the light

We
As the priest of the most high

Cannot share
The life in the light

Changed into Claws

I’ve seen “Bunny” rabbits devour
Their own young.



A Black Widow kill its
Mate.
But

To see sheep with the
Madness of a rabid dog…

Tearing at the throats
Of the back fallen ones…

Removing cancers from the
Body of Bread and Wine
Not seeing the tumored,

Torn flesh within…themselves

Beware, Dear Church
Beware

For we who tear the most
Speak from screaming throats

Filled with the maggots of
Our own self holiness…

We point the finger
Changed into a claw

Ready to tear and shred
At those who being weak in the faith

Have fallen…

But who is to blame…?

We lift these men and women up
Higher and higher

By our own misunderstanding of the
Vision being,

The source of their voice
Until even they believe they are

Something special…
Instead of love slaves of the Christ

Servants of the body…
We lift them up so high

That when they fall
They are bashed upon the

Stones of fragile human weakness…

Then we point those fingers
Changed to claws
Ready to perform

The necessary surgery
But

We are commanded
To

Restore
To fellowship those who have fallen…

To restore them with a holy kiss
And
A

Warm handshake

Those of the pilgrim walk…

Church

Let us remember the murders,
Rapes, adultery, fornication,

Lies, backbiting, and
All other lust of the flesh

We have committed
In the

Battlefield of our minds…

Then we will prostrate
Ourselves for the Holy

One

And ask forgiveness

ADLER-LOVE WEDDING

Tanaiste John Chiaromonte officiated at
the wedding of Ken Adler and Nancy
Love during the Scottish Festival at 
Lyon College in Batesville, Arkansas. 
The service took place on Sunday April 



20th right after the Iona Service. It was a 
simple hand-fasting type service with 
lots of smells and bells. There were 
approximately 60 people in attendance 
including the President of Lyon College 
and a number of faculty and staff. Jimmy 
Bell, the head of the Scottish Heritage 
Society on campus played the pipes for 
the processional/recessional and Brooke 
Hollis played the Celtic harp before the 
service 


