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REFORMED CELTIC 
CHURCH EMERGES

Rising from the ashes of the defunct 
Anamchara Celtic Church Taoiseach 
Thomas Faulkenbury and Tanaiste-Elect 
John Chiaromonte have formed the 
Reformed Celtic Church in an effort to 
rekindle and broaden the vision of Celtic 
spirituality embodied by the ACC.

The RCC provides Episcopal covering to 
various Celtic religious communities that 
maintain local autonomy under the 
pastoral guidance of the RCC Bishops.

The initial communities of the RCC are 
the Currach Celtic Community in 
Batesville Arkansas; the Kirk of St. 
Patrick Celtic Community in Cedar Park, 
Texas; Sts. John and Brigid Chritian 
Celtic Communuty of Corpus Christi, 
Texas; and St. Brighid’s Mission (for 
pregnant women and recovering drug 
addicts) in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The RCC does not accept financial 
contributions.  However, local com-
munities may do so and, consequently, 
are solely responsible for their 
accounting and responsibilities to the 
taxing authorities in their locales

Father Sid Blalack said, “I would gladly 
share samples of documents. The 
process for the IRS 503c non-profit 
corporation probably requires the 
consultation of a CPA and/or their 
services.”

You may contact him at Sts. John and 
Brigid Christian Celtic Community, 

Father Sid Blalack , 7001 Mansfield 
Drive, Corpus Christi, TX 78414, phone: 
361-779-0578
email:sblalack@grandecom.net

CHIAROMONTE 
CONSECRATED

Father John Chiaromonte of the Currach 
Community in Batesville, Arkansas was 
elevated to the episcopacy by Taoiseach 
Thomas Faulkenbury in services held at 
the Wild Goose Hermitage in Wills 
Point, Texas on the First Sunday after 
the Epiphany (January 13).

Bishop John will carry the Gaelic title of 
Tanaiste (Deputy Chief) and serve serve 
as an Auxiliary Bishop to the Taoiseach 
(Chief).

Bishop John will always be remembered 
for his famous 250 mile solo prayer walk 
from Jonesville, Arkansas to Eureka 
Springs in 1998.  Bishop John’s prayer 
was to end violence in schools.

DENNIS DECLINES 
INVITATION

Bishop Andrew Scott Dennis, formerly 
of the defunct Anamchara Celtic Church, 
declined Taoiseach Thomas’ invitation 
to join the Reformed Celtic Church as a 
Tanaiste.

Bishop Dennis cited doctrinal issues 
such as the RCC’s “universalism” as the 
reasons for his declination.  He was 
gracious in offering his prayers and best 
wishes for the success of the RCC.
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DIVERSE COMMUNITIES
The universalism and open Communion 
of the RCC has contributed to the 
establishment of uniquely diverse 
communities and ministries.  The RCC 
invites all those who repent of their sins 
to receive Holy Communion.  The 
Sacrament is not limited to baptized 
Christians.

Taoiseach Thomas said, “It is impolite, 
uncharitable, and insulting to invite 
someone into your home at dinnertime 
then tell them only some can come to the 
table.  We believe in the power of the 
Sacrament infuses all with the Divine 
Life and Light.”

Some RCC communities consist of 
Christians, Zen Buddhists, and Wiccans, 
among others.  To accommodate such 
communities a universal Affirmation of 
Faith has been added to the Holy 
Eucharist and may be substituted for the 
Nicene Creed.

CURRACH COMMUNITY 
MEETS IN COLLEGE 

CHAPEL
The Cuurach Celtic Community of 
Batesville, Arkansas is celebrating Holy 
Eucharist in the Brown “Small” Chapel 
of Lyon College at 10:20 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings.

The community also sits zazen 
meditation at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
evenings at the White River Dharma 
Center.

KIRK OF ST. PATRICK 
FORMS

The new Kirk of St. Patrick Celtic 
Community continues to form a ministry 

to serve the Austin, TX metropolitan 
area.

The Kirk initially adopted the following 
Mission Statement:

To share the Divine Good News 
through community building, 

meditation, worship, and acts of 
charity in the character of the 

ancient Celtic Christian Church 
throughout the Austin,TX Metro 

Area.

Brother Richard Summers, Episcopally 
Commissioned Missionary and 
Candidate for the Priesthood, has also 
published a web page at 
http://www.webxceed.com/kirkofstpatric
k where visitors can find up-to-date 
information about the Kirk, its ministries, 
and upcoming events.

The Kirk has negotiated temporary 
meeting space at the Ventana del Sol 
café and conference center located at 
1834 E Oltorf Street just south of 
downtown Austin near Interstate 35. 
Directions to the site will be posted on 
the Kirk’s web site.

This location in a transitioning 
neighborhood also sits strategically 
across IH 35 from both St. Edwards 
University and Austin ISD’s Travis High 
School. More than 5,200 students attend 
St. Edward's, with undergraduates 
coming from 37 states and 38 countries, 
while Travis HS hosts nearly 1,500 
students.

The Kirk of St. Patrick will hold its first 
official worship service followed by a 
reception and parish organizing meeting 
in the Ventana del Sol Macchiato Room 
at 10 a.m., Sunday, January 20, 2008. 
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Services will continue weekly thereafter 
at that location.

For more information, please contact 
Brother Richard by e-mail at 
brotherrichard@webxceed.com or by 
phone at 512-630-1796

ST. BRIGHID’S MISSION
St. Brighid’s Mission in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma is a special ministry for the 
RCC.  Sister Brighid Danielle Hegdale, a 
licensed midwife, ministers to pregnant 
women and mentors recovering female 
drug addicts.

RCC AUTHORIZED BIBLES
The Bishops of the RCC have decided to 
not specify an authorized Bible.  Local 
communities and ministries may choose 
the version they prefer with the caveat 
that such version includes the 
Apocrypha which was used by the 
ancient Celtic Church.

The Bishops’ pastoral counsel is to avoid 
use of The Living Word version which is 
viewed as an inaccurate and un-
ecumenical translation.

BISHOPS ADOPT CLERGY 
CODE OF CONDUCT

Taoiseach Thomas and Tanaiste John 
adopted a Pastoral Code of Conduct to 
be adhered to by all ordained clergy, 
missionaries, and other ministers.

RCC RECOGNIZES SAINTS
The Bishops of the RCC, in conjunction 
with the church’s universalism, agreed to 
add Mahatma Gandhi (January 30), St. 
Bede Griffiths (My 13), and St. Thomas 
Merton (December 10) to the RCC 
Calendar of Saints and Holy Days.

The Bishops felt these individuals were 
worthy of special recognition for their 
godly lives and their contributions to 
non-violence and inter-faith dialogue.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Taoiseach Thomas Faulkenbury

Wild Goose Hermitage
432 West High Street
Wills Point TX 75169

Email: tfaulkenbury@earthlink.net

Tanaiste John Chiaromonte
Currach Celtic Community

250 Lilly St.reet
Batesville, AR 72501
phone: 870-214-0957

Email: celticzazen@gmail.com

Father Sid Blalack
Sts. John and Brigid Christian Celtic 

Community
7001 Mansfield Drive

Corpus Christi TX 78414
phone: 361-779-0578

Email: sblalack@grandecom.net

Brother Richard Summers
Kirk of St. Patrick Celtic Community

101 Colby Lane
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Cedar Park TX 78613
phone:512-630-1796

email: brotherrichard@webxceed.com

Sister Danielle Hegdale
St Brighid's Mission

Tulsa, OK
email:d.hegdale@cox.net

phone: 918-279-6418 (noon to midnight 
CST)

TAOISEACH’S MESSAGE
The Patriarch Aaron suffered from a 
speech impediment.  The Apostle St. 
Paul suffered from epilepsy.  The 
Eastern pundit Ram Dass calls this 
“fierce grace.”

In November 2005, the Lord visited me 
with such grace.  I suffered a debilitating 
stroke that left me without the use of my 
left arm and left leg, confining me to a 
wheelchair.  It also resulted in my 
inability to speak clearly.  Fortunately, 
the stroke did not impact my cognitive 
abilities (although my chess game seems 
to have diminished.  But that may 

merely be due to rustiness or better 
opponents).

I will serve the RCC as best as my 
abilities and limited mobility will allow.  
That means for the most part I’ll be 
somewhat like a hermit Taoiseach (some 
might say a hermit crab).  And, I will not 
be frequently traveling and will be 
heavily relying on Tanaiste John for 
most Episcopal sacerdotal functions.

Given the circumstances of geographical 
dispersion, ordained clergy will be given 
more authority and responsibility than 
normally performed in an episcopally 
governed church.  For example, ordained 
priests will perform Confirmations and 
ordain Deacons for their communities.

Much like the ancient Celtic Church did 
in her day we must adapt to 21st Century 
conditions and necessities.

May the Lord‘s blessing be upon you 
during this new year.

�>Taoiseach Thomas

VIEWPOINTS AND PERSPECTIVES
(Submitted by members of the RCC and published verbatim.  Opinions expressed herein 
are those of the author and are not, necessarily, those of the Reformed Celtic Church.  It is 

a forum for members to express their diverse viewpoints and perspectives.)

Celtic Distinctives
Submitted by Sister Brighid Danielle 
Hegdale, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Most religious groups take on the 
important step to differentiate them-
selves like an introduction to the world. 
A subliminal need comes from the vast 
amounts of Christian denominations and 

other religious groups that have grown 
all over the world.

Christian missionaries of the 1st century 
to the Celtic Isles provided their 
influence on Pagan, Pictish, Druidish 
practices resulting in one of the most 
ancient ways to Walk with God. Such 
missionaries include Jospeh of 
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Arimathea, the Mother Mary, and St 
Paul at least. Evidence is found in the 
Holy Bible in the Letter of St Paul to the 
church of Galatia and well as the sacred 
tradition of oral history.

The Celtic Christian heart summarized 
includes an importance on what I call, as 
a memory tool, the S’s (plus): 
stewardship, status, soul-friend, silence 
and solitude, study, simplicity, but also 
the Membrane exampled by the fine line 
between secular and Sacred, between 
time and Eternity.

Stewardship - God created all things in 
and on and above and below the earth. 
Then He left it up to the whole of 
humanity to take care of through the 
generations. He left us in charge. Not as 
a babysitting, domineering older sibling 
in the name of ‘dominion over the earth, 
therefore I control you and you must 
obey me.’ but as a manager of a 
company owned by someone else. If we 
don’t take care of it, who will? Who will 
ensure a safe and healthy world for our 
generations, if we don’t? Many in 
present day take on ecological or 
medical causes as a way to live this out.

If God created it, there most have been a 
good reason why. Some struggle with 
God’s need for some creatures. Many 
people have no problem exterminating 
some critters like snakes or insects or 
vermin, but I trust His wisdom as much 
as humanly possible. Being God’s hands 
and mouth, we should do what is within 
our power to protect the earth. This 

includes the unborn, because God also 
created the unborn. No matter the 
circumstances and/or motive, abortion, 
capital punishment, euthanasia, assisted 
suicide are all murder. Unfortunately 
those such as the soldiers that protect our 
lives and our freedom, unwed pregnant 
mothers, caretakers for the terminally ill 
and more very clearly experience the 
effects and impact of these acts. In the 
Spirit of Balance, life is never y 
marriage transforms the relationship 
between men and women in regard to
their focus and incompletely black and 
white. No matter the sin, human 
condemnation of sin is neither safe nor 
holy.

Status - Celtic Christians since their 
beginning have endeavored to have no 
status; the act of separating oneself by 
looking down on others. The Celtic 
Christians preferred to look upwards. 
The relationship between men and 
women is very simply ‘different but 
equal.’ St. Paul taught wisely about the 
wateraction. Husbands and wives strive 
to emulate the relationship between 
Christ and His Church. And that their 
focus is then on that family relationship 
while balancing life with the ‘outside 
world.’ Love, respect, and submission 
play key parts of this balance. And for 
single folk, the often neglected group, 
the same lack of status applies to them 
especially in understanding, as St. Paul 
wrote, that the singles and marrieds are 
not better than each other.

The bottom line being that women are 



not second class citizens and their 
ministry is just as valid. While the 
subject of St. Brighid’s ordination to the 
Episcopate by Bishop Mel is sometimes 
hotly debated,  evidence leans both 
ways. Being the rule more than the 
exception, women participated in the 
Holy Orders as Deaconess in loving 
supportive service to the Church, 
Bishops, and Priests, but especially to 
the women of the Church.  Who can 
honestly minister to a woman, wife, 
and/or mother as well as her fellow?

The role of a woman or wife or mother 
is incomparable. St. Mary Theotokos 
(mother of Jesus) is a shining example of 
those significant roles, as important as 
Priests and Bishops. No one can satisfy 
the role as well. Eve is barely regarded 
as a second creation, being divided from 
the first. She was created for a specific, 
important irreplaceable purpose. Support 
is the biggest ministry of women being 
God-inspired and well equipped for that.

Silence/Solitude - Science has proven 
what Celtic Christians, especially monks 
have known for a long time: time alone 
with God without the distraction is vital 
to recharging the mind and soul, living a 
productive, less-stress life.

Some make a ‘date of God,’ some seek 
out a quiet room, others actually mold a 
room into or erect a Celtic Cell to retreat 
to, away from computers, cell phones, 
and PDAs, retreat from the world as we 
know it. At times often expanded to 
physical travel, taking a retreat vacation, 

pilgrimage, sabbatical, etc. Silence and 
solitude is best as a lifestyle, deliberated 
as a daily practice of turning off sight 
and sound distractions to center onto 
listening for the heartbeat of God.

Study - Gathering knowledge alone is 
pointless, scripture warns in 
Ecclesiastes. But study in order to teach 
or exhort or edify others or gain wisdom, 
furthering the relationship with God is 
exemplary. Study can blossom into an 
extra form of God’s communication with 
us, deepening that relationship. The 
Celtic Christian monks excavated 
knowledge for the purpose of sharing 
information and fostering education that 
leads to wisdom. Monks transformed 
into the sacred keepers of great libraries. 
Histories are created this way as well as 
lineage. Thanks to bards and monks 
alike, much information has journeyed 
into our present.

Simplicity - Keeping life at its most 
simple is not only freeing but a holy 
path. Simplicity can be viewed as living 
out the life of silence and solitude. 
Riding above the wave of distractions by 
eliminating unnecessary expenses, 
freeing one to tithing, giving and 
donating; diminishing obligations to 
clear the mind for more blessed use; 
giving pack-ratted items to those that 
would benefit more by their use, etc. 
While every age claims to have some 
new thing one can’t live without. many 
have unnecessarily died from heat or 
infection. Praise God for innovation. 
Such changes require upgrades in our 



level of simplicity. Few have taken on 
such simplicity as to live without 
luxuries such as air conditioning in hot 
climates. Simplicity is a life of not 
seeking the unnecessary and learning to 
be satisfied. Simplicity can help clear the 
mind. As with silence and solitude, 
many make this a daily attitude and 
discpline.

Soulfriend - Everyone needs a very 
good friend, right? The Psalms teach that 
a wise man counsels not himself, but has 
many counselors. The Gaelic word for 
this is Anamchara; someone who can be 
truly relied on for comfort and nurturing 
of the soul, to be a sounding board and 
sound counsel, preferably of the same 
gender, avoiding even the appearance of 
impropriety. Someone whose character 
can be proven because of the evidence of 
their fruitful, happy, peaceful, joyfilled 
life. Someone to be looked up to but 
considered humble. This lengthy process 
to find an anamchara is well worth the 
journey. The depth and scope of such a 
friend is difficult to briefly draw out.

A silent benefit of the anamchara is that 
such a person becomes at least a mentor, 
many times an example or even mirror 
of one’s relationship to/with God. Many 
times such a human relationship can be a 
healing touch point for a fractured 
relationship with God.

The Membrane - The thin separation 
from ordinary life and ‘church’ type 

activities can be depicted as The 
Membrane; that God cannot be 
summoned because He is Omnipresent. 
All of life is Sacred, even cooking for 
family or doing secular work at the 
office for the glory of God. The fine line 
of the Membrane hangs on awareness, 
recognition, the frequent willingness to 
seek God - Ciam (Gaelic for the 
encircling of God), uniting relationship 
between humanity and Maker; time and
eternity; life and death. The same can be 
said about people; Priest and parishioner, 
doctor and ditch-digger. In the Celtic 
Christian’s mind, they are all equal are 
more alike than it seems.

I praise God for the diversity of His 
creation. But more than that I praise Him 
for creating unity before it’s necessary 
and needed.

Resources for any of the subjects:
Local library
Carmina Gadelica website:
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk/gaidhlig/corpus/Car
mina/
Online search engines
Anam Cara by John Donohue
Celebration of Discipline by Richard 
Foster
Celtic Way of Prayer by Esther DeWaal
The Cry of the Deer by David Adam
The Practice of the Presence of God
translated by Donald Attwater
The Way of a Pilgrim translated by Olga 
Savin
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